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I . DEFINING, DESIGNING AND DELIVERING A 
RIGOROUS PIECE OF RESEARCH



DEFINING

Your general research area or 

research interest 

Your specific object: a 

relevant issue or topic within 

your general interest. 

Your research question or 

questions regarding that 

object. 



FRAMING

Developing a hypothesis and argument 
based on your research question(s)

Identifying the theoretical frameworks 
that relate to your research question(s) 

and hypotheses – the authoritative 
literature in your field or sub-field. 

Applying those frameworks to your 
research object (the relationship between 
theoretical frameworks and their specific 

application)





QUANTITATIVE AND QUALITATIVE DATA

Quantitative Statistics and statistical 

analysis (large scale 

surveys and data bases)

Qualitative Participant Observation 

(ethnography)

Interviews



THE THESIS

The Thesis should show that students have developed expertise in their research area
(knowledge of their object of research), the methodological skills to engage in the research,
and the capacity to apply relevant theoretical frameworks through rigorously unfolded
argument about a research object and question. The Thesis, in other words, involves a
structured argument about a problem/puzzle/issue of academic and general relevance,
informed by theory and backed by empirical data.



II. STRUCTURE

Thesis Writing and Presentation





WRITING THE 
THESIS

Identifying a research object of academic and broader social 
interest. 



THE 
INTRODUCTION

The Introduction should set out the object of the

research, the relevance of the object (why the

subject is important to the academic debate and

more broadly to society), the research

question(s) and argument(s)



LITERATURE 
REVIEW

This chapter



CASE STUDY, 
EVIDENCE, DATA 

ANALYSIS, RESULTS

This chapter presents and discusses/analyses the

evidence gathered on a case in IR, IPE, or related

fields of international social theory. Depending

upon your topic and issue-area, this can be in the

form of detailed quantitative models, hypothesis

testing through data and descriptive statistics; or

qualitative techniques: content analysis, textual

analysis, case study descriptions, participant

observation; or studies based on historical trends

(historical sociology). The chapter presents the

data gathered in a logical and coherently ordered

way, leading to research results: the outcome of

the research.



CONCLUSION(S)

The conclusion(s) chapter outlines the theoretical

and/or policy conclusions that may be drawn from

the research. It should discuss remaining

questions/issues that may require further

research.


